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ravaged -the island the statues afforded a natural mark for
depositing remains. In the same way a head near an ahu, which
was at first thought to be that of a standing statue, turned out
to be broken from the trunk and put up pathetically to mark
the grave of a little child. There is a roughly constructed ahu
on the outside of Rano Raraku at the corner nearest to the sea,
of which more will be said hereafter, and a quarried block of
rock on the very top of the westerly peak was also said to be
used for the exposure of the dead (no. 75, fig. 47). Close to
this block there are some very curious circular pits cut in
the rock; one examined was 5" feet 6 inches in depth and
3 feet 6 inches in diameter (no. 74, fig. 47). It is possible
they were used as vaults, but, if so, the shape is quite different
from those of the ahu. The conclusion arrived at was that
the statues themselves were not directly connected with burials.
There seems also no reason to believe that they are put up in
any order or method; they appear to have been erected on any
spot handy to the quarries where there was sufficient.earth, or
even, as has been seen, in the quarry itself when circumstances
permitted,
The South-Eastern Side of Rano Raraku is a problem in itself.
The great wall formed by the cliff is like the ramparts of some
giant castle rent by vertical fissures. The greatest height, the
top of the peak, is about five hundred feet, of which the cliff
forms perhaps half, the lower part being a steep but compara-
tively smooth bank of detritus. Over the grassy surface of this
bank are scattered numerous fragments of rock, weighing from
a few pounds to many tons, which have fallen down from above.
The kitchen tent in our camp at the foot had a narrow escape from
being demolished by one of these stones, which nearly carried it
away in the impetus of its descent. It has never been suggested
that this face of the mountain was being worked, nevertheless, it
was subsequently difficult to understand how we lived so long
below it, gazing at it daily, before we appreciated the fact that
here also, although in much lesser degree, were both finished and
embryo images. At last one stone was definitely seen to be in
the form of a head, and excavation showed it to be an erected
and buried statue, A few other figures were found standing
and prostate, and some unfinished images ; these last, however,

